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UM BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION INCLUDES AWARDS PRESENTATION 
MISSOULA-
Seven men and women will be recognized for their outstanding service to The 
University of Montana at the annual Charter Day celebration on Feb. 15.
Charter Day marks the University’s 108th birthday with an awards program at 3:30 
p.m. in UM’s Music Recital Hall. The celebration is open to the public.
The presentation honors award recipients Bill Bouchee, Melanie Hoell, Donald and 
Mary Gatzke, Susan Castle, George Stanley, Michael Mayer and Christopher Zeeck.
Missoula’s First Security Bank President Bill Bouchee will receive the Neil S. Bucklew 
Presidential Service Award, named for UM’s president during 1981-86. The award recognizes 
Bouchee’s efforts in fund raising and other service to UM. He has worked on fund raising for 
the Grizzly Athletic Association and athletic offices in the John C. Hoyt Athletic Complex. He 
is a past member of the School of Business Administration Business Advisory Council and the 
GAA board, where he also was treasurer for many years. He is a life member of the Alumni 
Association.
University College Director Melanie Hoell will receive the Robert T. Pantzer Award,
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which honors the 1966-74 UM president who strove to make the University a more open and 
humane learning environment. The University College, which Hoell has directed since 1992, 
provides academic guidance to freshmen and exploratory students. A Helena native, she began 
working at the University in 1982 after earning her master’s degree in counseling from UM in 
1977, and currently is working on a doctorate in curriculum and instruction. Her professional 
service to UM includes chairing the Provost’s Advising Council and the recently formed 
Academic Advising Committee.
Alumni and Kalispell residents Donald and Mary Gatzke will receive the Montana 
Alumni Award. Longtime supporters of UM and the Alumni Association, they are life 
members of UMAA. As emeriti members of UM’s House of Delegates, they promote lifetime 
membership and annually give the delegate program a $1,000 gift. Don works with the UM 
booth at the Northwest Montana Fair in Kalispell each year. He received a master of arts 
degree in guidance and counseling from UM in 1968, while Mary has earned three degrees at 
UM: bachelor’s degrees in sociology and education and a master’s degree in education in 
1986.
UM staff member Susan Castle will receive the George M. and Jane I. Dennison Staff 
Award. Castle has been an administrative assistant in the English department for 12 of her 15 
years at UM. She is a member of the Jeannette Rankin Peace Quilters.
The Dennison Faculty Award goes to geology Professor George Stanley Jr. A teacher, 
adviser and researcher, Stanley also is active on several campus, state and national committees. 
He heads the Geological Society of America Treatise Committee, is vice president of the 
International Society for the Study of Fossil Cnidaria, and represents the United States on the 
International Subcommission on Triassic Stratigraphy. Since coming to UM in 1982, he also
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has received the University’s highest awards for research and teaching: the Burlington 
Northern Foundation Faculty Achievement Award in 1988 and the Distinguished Scholar 
Award in 1998.
Flistory Professor Michael Mayer will receive the Montana Faculty Service Award. 
Mayer, who came to UM in 1988, has served in numerous campus leadership positions, 
including eight years on the Faculty Senate. He has given his time to the Senate’s Executive 
Committee, the Academic Standards and Curriculum Review Committee and the Executive 
Board of the University Teachers Union, including one year as president. He also works on the 
University Task Force on Admissions and Recruitment, the University Research and Creativity 
Committee, the Dennison Endowment Committee and the President’s Martin Luther King 
Birthday Observance Committee, among others.
Christopher Zeeck will receive the ASUM Student Service Award for his campus 
leadership. A junior in communication studies from Billings, he is board chair of the Montana 
Public Interest Research Group and leads UM’s MontPIRG chapter. Last fall, he helped 
coordinate the UVOTE effort that registered more than 3,000 students for the November 
election. He is a former AmeriCorps member.
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